§ umb. 5.

i1

—

3} i, 7/
2o HRoIT 2

The New Zealand Gazette.

Publighen by Authority.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1864.

3

Colunial Secretary’s Office, l

Auckland, 14th Feb,, 1864

HIS Exceliency the Governor directs th
publication of the fullowing Despatel
with enclosures, from Lieutenant - Genera
Cameron, C.B.

. Wu Fox.

Lieutenant-General Cameron to the Governor.

Head Quarters,
Camp Te Rore, 13tk Feb., 1864,

Sir,—1 bave the honor to forward for you
Exeellency’s information, copies of reports re-
ceived from Colonel Waddy. C.B. and other
officers (as named in the margin®) of a skirmish
which took place on the 11th instant on the
Mangapiko River.

Having been an eye-witness to the engage-
ment. T can fully corroborate the favoural le re-
port given by Colonel Waddy, C.B. and Lieut.-
Colonel Sir H. Havelock, Bart, of the conduct
of all the troops engaged. ‘

I heg more particularly to lning to vour
favonrable notice the gallantry displayed Ty
Captains Jackson and Von Tempsky, and the
officers and meun of the Forest Rangers, under
their command.

Lientenant-Colonel Sir Henrv Havelock ex-
hibited the greatest z=al and gallintry through-
out the engagement, the successful vesult of
whien is in great measnre to be attrituted to!
the skill with which he directed the move_ !

# ieutenant-Colonel Sir I, Havelock, Pact
Castain Jackson, Forest Langers; Captain Voo
Tempsky, Forest Rungers. |

nents of the skirmishers, and intercepted the
etreat of the enemy.
1 have, &c.,
D. A. Camrroy,
Lieut.-General
His Excellency,
Sir George Grey,K.C.B., &e.

From Colonel Waddy to the Assistant Military
Secretary, Te Rore,
In front of Paterangi,
12th February, 1864.

Str,—1I have the honor to report for the
information of the Lieutenant General, com-
manding the forces, that, about 3 p.m,
yesterday, a party of about 50 men of the
force under my command were proceeding
to bathe in the river at a point some 500 yards
to the right rear of this camp, when they
were fired upon by a party of the enemy,
who lay concealed in the tern on the oppo-
«ite side of the river. The covering party
of 20 men, under an officer of the 40th
Regt., returned the fire, upon hearing which
I at once sent off 50 men to reinforce this
party. A very sharp fire was kept up by
both sides for some time, the Macoris falling
back. See'n - that a considerable number of
the enemy w -re scattered about the flat near
the river, 1 sent out further reinfurcements,
11l about 2 0 men were engaged.

Owing to the broken nature of the ground,
and the high and thick fern, the troops could
advance but slowly, and had great difficulty
in fincing where the encmy lay. After the

i ureater number of the enemy had retired, 1

r-called the troops, as scon as ail our killed
:nl wounded were carried off  the field,
except one of the 40th Regt. 10 dead and
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2 woun’ed Mre-is were also broucht into!farthest to the front, I collected every avail-

our camp, but several more wre left on the
field. Lt.-Col. Sir H. Havelock, Bart. (who
was engaged with the troops fromn the time
they first went out till their return to camp,
about half-past seven p.m.) veports having
counted 28 dead of th: en°my; and, from
the reports of other officers, I believe five or
six more are killed. T have much pleasure
in stating that all officers and men turned
out with the greatest alacrity, and those
engaged behaved very much to my satisfac-
tion. I estimate the force of the enemy at
about 150. I beg to enclose a return of
casualties. The body- of the man of the
40th Regt., who was missing yesterday, was
recovered this morning, brought into camp,
and interred with the other dead. The
bodies of the enemy killed have been handed
over to a pa-ty of their own, in compliance
with the orders of the Lt.-General com-
manding the forces.

I beg to enclose a report from Sir. H.
Havelock, Deputy-Assistant-Quarter-Master
General, who was senior officer with the
troops actually engaged.

I have, &ec.,
R. Wappy,
(Colonel,
Commanding in front of Paterangi.
(True cony.)

J. D. Baker. Cavotain,

Assistant Military Secretary.

Liewt. Colmel H. M. Havelock to Colonel R.
Waddy, C.B, cvmmanding the Advanced
(amp near Paternmgs.

' Camp before-Paterangi pah,
12th February, 1864,

S1r,—Having been directed by the Lieut.-
General Commanding to report on the suc-
cessful skirmish of yesterday, on both banks
of the Mangapiko River, I have the honor
t) state that about 230 p.m., on an alarm
that a bathing party had been suddenly fired
on from an ambush by apparently 100 Maoris
detached from the Paterangi pah, the in-
lying picquets of 40th and 50th Regiments,
at this camp, turned out promptly and has-
tened to the scene, being reinforced imme-
diately by parties of both regiments as fast
as the men could seize their arms.

2, The Maoris retired along the left bank,
and a sharp running fight soon commenced
betweed them and the foremost pursuers.

3. Finding themselves so readily met, they
took post, while endeavouring to gain their

ah, on the site of an ancient entrenchment
called Waiari, where the hich mounts and
deep ditches of an old fortificatiou, densely
overgrown with thick cover, gave themto-
gether with their intimate knowledge of the
ground, great advantage.

4. On reaching the level plain, under Pa-
tersnei. after erossing the Takoutu stream, I
fcund that the pursuit and fight had gone to

‘my right. Put as there were threats of

large todices sallying out to cut off those of
our men whose eagerness had carried them

!

able soldier of both regiments, and formed
them up in chain of skirmishers and sup-
ports to watch this flank.

5. Soon after, a considerable party under
Captain Honourable ¥. le Poer Trench,
40th, having assured our left and rear,
I moved rapidly down to where our
leading men were hotly engaged and
pressed. They were commanded by Captain
Fisher, 40th, who had hastened here earlier
with a few men. Captain Heaphy, Auck-
land Rifle Volunteers, and Captain Jackson,
Forest Rangers (both accidentally on the
spot), had lent their services, and reinforced
him with some 30 men of 40th and 50th.

6. These parties, that which I myself
brought up, and one under Ensign King,
40th, united, had now the happiness to come
full on the main body of the Maoris, re-
tiring towards Paterangi. We turned them
back to the shelter of the ancient earthwork
above mentioned, which is singularly placed
in a double loop of the Mangopiko.

7. Major Bowdley’s party of 40th, who
had moved down the right bank, were firing
on the front of the Maoris from across the
viver. Qur arrival on their rear effectually

.| hemmed them in and sealed their fate.

8. After much hot firing we were able to
dash across the river into the entrenchment,
over a bridge formed of a single plank. The
banks are here from 40 to 60 feet high, pre-
cipitous, and densely wooded.

A series of hand to hand encounters here
took place, between the Maoris crouching se-
ereted in thick bush,and ourmen whodisplayed,
if anything, teo keen an eagernesato dash at
and close with their lurking enentes when-
ever visible.  This forwardness cost some
valuable lives, but the punishment inflicted
on the Maoris was sharp and telling, and
read them a severe lesson.

9. At the time some 20 men of the Forest
Rangers (both companies) arriving from the
head-quarter camp, materially assisted in
hunting out and destroying the enemy.

10. Eventually every Maori that could be
discovered, being either killed or wounded
or made prisoner, the work of removing our
wounded (most difficult from the narrow-
ness of the planked bridge), and of securing
their dead commenced.

11. Two large parties of the ememy now
approachingthrough thick bush, endeavoured
to intercept this, It became necessary to
throw Captain Fisher’s party, with which
were Lieut. Simeon and Fnsign King; again
on the right bank, where they most steadily
covered this operation under a sharp cross-
fire.

12. Finally,near dark,all our wounded hav-
ing been removed, and as many as possible of
the Maori dead brought in, the skirmishers
were gradually withdrawn, file by file, across
the plank bridge, and the troops moved
slowly, taking every advautage of ground
towards camp.

13. This very successful aflair ecost the
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Maoris twenty-eight men killed (counted)
and two wounded, and prisoners in our
hands. Both these are said to be chiefs.
Our los was five killed and six wounded
(one since dead).

The effect on the Maoris of their insidious
attempt at ambuscade, beiny thus promptly
met, and signally and completely frustrated.
with their heavy loss in dead, cannot but be
salutary.

14. ¥ It becomes my pleasing duty as
senior officer, accidentally on the spot, to
report that nothing could have been better
than the behavior of men and officers en-
gaged. Where the forwardness of all was
distinguished, it is enough to name the officers

resent.

15. But I wouldbegspecially tobringtono-
tice Assistant-Surgeon Stiles, 40th Regiment,
to whose assiduity in caring for the wounded
in the most exposed situations, and under
gharp fire, their safe and early removal to
camp is mainly attributable.

16. Captaiu Heaphy, Auckland Rifle Volun-
teers, took charge of a party and ably di-
rected it. In gallantly assisting a wounded
soldier of the 40th, who had fallen into a
hollow among the thickest of the concealed
Maoris, he became the target for a volley at
afew feet distant. Five balls pierced his
clothes and cap, and he is slightly wounded
in three places. Though hurt himself, he
continued to aid the wounded to the end of
the day.

Captain Jackson, Forest Rangers, gave
great assistance, and Captain Von Temsky,
when I directed him to relive the soldiers,
who had been skirmishing for hours, covered
the extreme rear of our march with much
coolness and judgment.

I have, &c.,
" H. M. HAVELOCK,

Lieut.-Colonel,
Dep.-Adjt.-Qr.-Master-General.

Fyom Captain Jackson to the Assistant
Military Secretary.
Camp Te Rore,
February 12th, 1864.

Str,—In accordance with instructions, I
have the honor to report, for the informa-
_ tion of the Lieutenant-General commanding,
that yesterday morning, in company with
Captain Heaphy, I started to look at the
enemy’s position, at Paterangi; that, whilst
in Lieutenant-Colonel Havelock’s tent, we
heard some heavy firing on the Manga Piko.
‘We immediately proceeded to the scene, and
Iled a party of soldiers to the rear of the
enemy, and thus cut oftf their retreat.
‘Whilst there, we shot several natives. Some
of them drifted down the river, and three I

+ Pregent: — Brev,-Major Bowdler, 40th Regt. ;
Capt Hou. P. le P. Treuch 40th 5 Unpt. bisler, 40th
Lieut. Simeon, 40th; Eusivn Kug, 40uh; Capt
Doran. §ith; Lieut, Leach, acting staff . ficer to
Colunel Wianddy, C. B., Butk; Eusign Camplell, 50ih.

l
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pulled on shore. One of the natives snapped
both ks barrels at me, and I shot him with
my revolver, took his gun, and brought him
across the river. Whilst there, I noticed
several natives concealed in the thick scrub
on the edge of the river, and thought that a
fow of the Forest Rangers would be usefulin
driving them out of it. I, therefore, with
the permission of the Lieutenant-General,
gent for all who were in Camp, about thirty-
five, and they arrived about four or five
o'clock p.m., under the command of Captain
Von Tempsky. I took them to the place
where the enemy were concealed, and in-
structed them to go down and search for the
natives, which they did, and in about ten or
fifteen minutes they brought up five natives,
whom they had killed, and two who were
wounded. The wounded were carried to the
nearest camp.
I have, &ec.,
WiLLiaM JACksow,
Captain Commanding
Forest Rangers.
(True Copy.)
J. D. Baker, Captain,
Acting Assistant Military Secretary.

From Captain Von Tempsky to the Assistant
Military Secretary.
Camp Te Rore,
February 12th, 1864.

Srr,—1I have the honour to report, for the
information of the Lieutenant-General com-
manding the Forces, that on the 11th
instant, at three p.m., an orderly arrived in
Camp with orders for the Forest Rangers to
proceed immediately to the front. TForty
men of the two companics being absent on
duty (burning fern), and Captain Jackson
being at the front already, I proceeded, with
thirty-five men of both companies, to the
scene of action, on the Mangapiko Creek.
On arriving at the extreme right flank of our
position, I met Captain Jackson, who in-
formed me that there were natives in a
thicket on the river bank. Colonel Havelock
then ordered me to dislodge these natives.
My men, with promptitude, surrounded the
thicket, and entering the same, revolvers in
hand, extracted in a short time seven natives,
which they had killed at close quarters, after
a good deal of a resisting fire from those
same natives. We carried seven bodies up
to the bank, laying them in a heap. Two of
the same number, showing signs of life, were
carried to our nearest Redoubt—one of them
dying on the road; the latter was laid with
nine bodies brought in previously by the
regulars. My men behaved with coolness,
judgment, and alacrity, particularly in
covering the orderly retreat of the Forces.

I have, &c.,
D. G. F. Vor TeMPsKY,
Captain Forest Rangers,
No. 2 Company.
(True Copy.)
J. D. Baker, Captain,
Acting Assistant Mlitary Secretary.
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NOMINAL RETURN oF KILLED AND WOUNDED OF THE TROOPS (40TH AND 50TH REGIMENTS), AT PATERANGI, 11TH FEBRUARY, 1861

February 12, 1854,

-
|
Preyi- . ’ . Y Place of . o
Corps. | mental Rank and Names, Age. | Service. | Date of Death. Death Nature of Injury. Resu't, Remarks.
No. ’ :
Yeurs | Years, i
40th 367 Piivate John M:Daoole 33 17 February 11, 1864 | DPaterangi Penetrating wound of chest, through the heart Killed
" 63 N Heury v lake 24 6 Do, Do, Gunshot wound through the head .
. 5.5 - George Co per 22 3 Do, Do, Perforating wonnd of chest, through the heart Do,
" 3192 . Michaei Camll 3v 11 Do, Do, Gunshot wtmml of fuce and b e of skuil Do, .
’y 38 ” James Bready 25 6 . Guushot wound through hand, and left wrist Very severe| Fore arm ampu-
joing tuted
’ 3564 ” James Rhins °8 9 . Flesh wound of left hand Severe
" 413 p o Joseli S aiggs 2t 3 " . Guushat wound in right iliacr gion ; bal) lodged Do, Ball extracted
. th hone
. 39 s -John Peaton 24 6 Gunshot flosh wound through nape of neck Slight
v 2919 . Juhn Meigho 38 13 Flesh wound of left leg 1,
. 182 v Fhounas suluvan 24 5 Fiesh wound of serotwn Do.
50th 4345 » Jamus Cussen . 23 8 February 11, 1864 | Put rangi Perfora:ing woun { o1 cnest, over the heart Kiited
’- 596 < Wil Bune ©2 6 Lo, o, Gunshot woumd through the heart and head Do
A V.R. Ca,tain Charles Heaphy Guushot flesh abrasion of leit side and arm Shght
Head-Quarters, J. Mouar,
Camp Te Kori, N.Z, Dep.-Insp.-Gen.,
Prin, Med. Officer.

AILIZVO ANVIVEAZ MEAN AOL

(3,3
o~




